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The Thentres, &e, 


Sapier’s Wetts.—This theatre opened on 
Saturday night, under the able management of 
Mr F. Belton, an actor of considerable repute, 
avd a manager of great experience. The theatre 
has undergone a thorough repair, and the interior 
is now elegantly redecorated and embellished in 
a chaste and classical manner, and will vie in com- 
fort with any theatre in the metropolis. The open- 
ing was a new farce, Braving the Storm. The 
“trifle” had no very great pretensions to fun, 
but introduced to the audience Messrs Sanger, J. 
Collier, Merer, and Mesdames Austin and Hodg- 
son. The other and principal attraction of the 
evening was Dumas’ popular romance of the 
Sculptor’s Dream;*or, The Marble Heart. This 
having been produced under the sole direction of 
the lessee, gave proof that Mr Belton is a man of 
judgment. The cast was good. Mr Lewis Bell, 
who was received as an old favourite, was the rich 
citizen. Mr J. Collier, an actor of humour, soon 
became at home with the Islingtonians. Mr 
Fourness Rolfe was Alcimidon, and gave his song 
with good effect. Miss L. Moodie acted with 
much force and feeling as Marco, and received at 
the conclusion of the act where she wagers “ I’jl 
win him yet,” a hearty and deserved recall. Mr 
Belton was excellent as the sculptor. Indeed, he 
could hardly be otherwise, seeing that he has 
never failed in the provinces ‘ to elicit smiles, 
tears, and wonder” at his impersonation. Other 
parts were sustained by Messrs C. H. Fenton, 
Dennison, Blyde, Merer, Mesdames A. Lennox, 
Hargrave, Austin, Hervey, &c. The audience 
was a brilliant assemblage of highly respectable 
families residing in the neighbouring squares. 
The refreshment department is made comfortable, 
and there is a separate room for the accommoda- 
tion of ladies, The.opening,.was a great success, 
and Mr Belton was repeatedly called for. 





HaYMARKET.—The favourite old comedy of the 
Rivals, with Mr Buckstone once again before his 
numerous admirers as Bob Acres, has drawn ex- 
cellent houses during the past week. An addi- 
tional aud interesting attraction has also been 





presented to the public in the re-appearance of 
that popular actress, Miss Amy Sedgwick, who 
has been now for some time absent from the Lon- 
don boards. We are heartily pleased to see her 
once again prominently forward, and shall be 
glad shortly to have the opportunity of seeing 
her in a part more worthy of her undoubted 
talents than that in which she at present appears. 
With the recollection of the complete success of 
the Unequal Match, with Miss Sedgwick’s inim- 
itable impersonation of Hester Grazebrook, we 
are inclined to ask whether there is not an author 
who could provide a new part wherein the abilities 
of this clever lady might be advantageously dis- 
played. Miss Sedgwick is an actress of a very 
bigh order, and fully deserves the unusual amount 
of popularity and praise she has gained during 
her professional career. 


QuEEN’s.—To-night (Wednesday) and to- 
morrow are the last nights of ZZinko. To those 
who have not yet seen this admirable play we 
cannot too strongly enforce our advice not to miss 
the intellectual treat afforded by the acting of Mr 
and Mrs Hermann Vezin and Mr Geo. Rignold. 
It isthe best thing we have seen Mr Vezin play, 
and as for Mr Rignold, he has a part which fits 
him wonderfully well, and most excellent use does 
he make of it. We suppose it is superfluous to 
to praise Mrs Vezin, and so with a word of com- 
mendation to a young and promising actress, Miss 
Marie Rhodes, we conclude with a second strong 
word of advice to our readers to see ‘this play as 
we are sure they will be gratified. Shakespere’s 
Tempest 1s announced for Saturday, the 28th, and 
we anticipate a treat, as the management of the 
Queen’s'may be thoroughly depended upon to 
treat Shakespere as the great poet deserves. Miss 
Marie Rhodes (alluded to above) will be the 
Miranda. 


HoLporN.—The doors of: this house have been 
closed for the last few evenings and the libel on 
Edmund Kean has fallen into an abyss from 
which we hope it will never rise again. The 
only good point of Mr Mansell’s venture was 
the engagement of Mr Swinbourne, who), isja 
careful actor and deseryes to be widely known, 
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On Saturday last be and Mr Fairclough ap- 
peared as Othello and Iago respectively at the 
Standard Theatre. 


Sr. James’s.—Alas for the hopes of those who 
saw any prospect of success in the proposed 
season of “ National Opera” at this house ; the 
vocalists and instruinentalists have migrated 
from the fashionable region of royalty and of 
squares, parks and clubs, to the less select 
neighbourhood of Shoreditch. May they meet 
with success there. Mr Douglass is am enter- 
prising manager and seldom has he failed to hit 
the taste of the audiences who patronize his 
Magnificent theatre. 


—_—-@——. 


THE PROVINCES. 


Tueatre Roya, Epinsurcu.—Mre A. Wood 
and the St. James’s company terminated their en- 
gagement on Saturday with the burlesque of 
Poll and Partner Joe, which is certainly an im- 
provemert upon the J’ocahontas of the preceding 
week, although nothing very particular for all 
that. Better opportunity is given for the display 
of Mrs Wood’s abilities, while Mr Brough shows 
to better advantage in the character of Black 
Brandon than in John Smith. Still he is given 
to much exaggeration, and, like the players in the 
Critic, ‘* give him a good joke and he never knows 
when to have done with it.” We refer more par- 
ticularly to the business of the unloaded pist>], 
which he snaps at the several characters rather too 
often. Once or twice is quite sufficient to render 
the incident cee but it grows monotonous 
when too i y repeated. There is another 
objectionable feature in this gentleman’s interpo- 
lations, viz., the introduction of things theatrical. 
For instance, on one occasion, when he goes out, 
he says, “Exit third entrance right ;” and in 
John Smith, when one of the orchestra upon the 
trombone accompanying his pantomimic business 
on the stage of playing a solo upon a supposed 
double bass, continues the accompaniment after 
he has ceased his tom-foolery, he goes forward to 
the footlights and intimates to the trombone- 
player his dismissal on Saturday, Mr and Mrs 
Alfred Wigan commence a limited engagement on 
Saturday week, prior to their retiring from the 
stage. Then Talbot is once more “to strut and 
fret” himself to fiddle-strings in the higher cha- 
racters of the British drama, for which he is 
totally unfitted. Fra Dtavouo. 


‘ Worrtnina.—This quiet, agreeable bathing- 
place is not famed for its amusements—especially 
those of a dramatic character, It has too attrac- 
tive a rival in this respect at Brighton. Still, 
occasionally, a company will migrate to the 
Montague Hall for a few daye. A short time ago 
we had Miss Virginia Blackwood’s troupe in 
Great Expectations and War to the Knife. Last 
Tuesday Mr Bellew gave a reading, and this week 
the Margate manageress appears in the Lady of 
Lyons, Hunchback, Ticket-of-Leave Man, and 
Aladdin. Miss Sarah Thorne’s talent is tolerably 
sure of a warm recognition here as_ elsewhere. 
To those who are content with the beauties of a 
splendid three-mile long marine parade and lovely 
rural walks, and require (nothing more, than the 





mild music of a German boy-band by way o 
town-diversions Worthing may be commended, 
Gamma. 





Amutenr Performances, 


ne 


Kiye’s Cross Tazatre.—A performance was 
given here under the direction, and for the benefit 
of Mr John Knight, on Saturday evening last. 
The programme consisted of the farce called the 
Blue Devils, the celebrated comedy, the Joney- 
moon, and a melo-drama depicting the trials and 
sorrows of Jessie Vere. The principal parts in 
the Honeymoon were sustained by Messrs Warr, 
Sanford, Porter, and Mesdames Victor, Archer, 
and Humphreys ; the Duke Aransa being essayed 
by Mr Warr. Though it was carefully done, we 
are not disposed to think it one of the best things 
with which this amateur has favoured us, the part 
being, to our thinking, somewhat out of his line, 
Of the ladies, Miss Humphreys as Zamora 
showed much promise. In the concluding drama 
Miss Fanny Brough pourtrayed the heroine with 
much ability. This young lady is rapidly improv- 
ing. Mr John Knight was the poor but honest 
labourer; Mr C, White and Mr John Charles the 
husband and father of Jessie respectively ; and 
Messrs Langford and Lock as two suspicious- 
looking ‘men about town” were very amusing, 
and in high favour with the gallery. The scenery 
was not of a high order, but we must not, we 
suppose, hold the amateurs responsible for this 
delinquency. A very full audience heartily ap- 
plauded the efforts of those on the stage, and w 
have no doubt that the result of the evening’s 
entertainment was satisfactory to all concerned. 


—_ oo 


ALEXANDRA PALACE. 

NorwitHstanpIne the unfavourable weather 
of Saturday last, a large number of visitors were 
attracted to this magnificent building by the 
anvouncement of a performance of the sublime 
oratorio of the “Messiah.” The executants 
were the North London Vocal Union, the soloists 
being Miss Banks, Miss S. Cole, Miss Lucy 
Frankelin, Mr Edward Lloyd, and Mr Lewis 
Thomas, while the organ (the only accompani- 
ment used on this occasion) was skilfully played 
by Mr W. H. Thomas. This instrument is a 
superb one, and when quite completed will be a 
masterly specimen of the “ King of Instru- 
ments.” We may especially note Mr Iloyd’s 
singing of the beautiful tenor music of Handel’s 
masterpiece. This gentleman was called upon to 
act as a substitute for Mr Vernon Rigby, and in 
the result the audience had not the slightest 
reason to be disappointed. The weather was 
not very favourable for promenade in the exten- 
sive grounds around the palace, and so the 
numerous concourse of people had to content 
themselves with surveying the interior, We 
advise our readers to hear some of the lectures 
occasionally delivered in different parts of 
London on the Alexandra Palace Tontine. 

DurING the past week the meetings held in 
support of this scheme were chiefly in the 
neighbourhood of the palace itself, as at Crouch 
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End, Finchley, and Seven Sisters-road, Holloway. 
At each of these places the proposition was 
received with great favour, and the lecturer, Mr 
R. W. M. Johnson, cordially thanked for his 
explanations of the distinctive features of the 
tontine itself, and of the moral, social, and 
sanitary advantages likely to result from the 
opening of the palace and grounds as a place of 
recreation and instructive amusement. The 
owners of building ground in the neighbourhood 
see in it the enhancement of the value of their 
property, and are, on that ground, most anxious 
to see the plans of the executive committee 
carried out, 
_—@————— 


QUEEN ELIZABETH’S SUNDAY AMUSE- 
MENT. 


Wuen the Queen visited the University of 
Cambridge, the colleges of course took much pains 
and went to considerable expense to provide ap- 
propriate diversion for the Queen, who was enter- 
tained on Sunday with the first Latin sermon she 
had ever heard, and a representation of one of 
Plautus’s comedies. Not only was the Latin 
comedy performed on a Sunday, but it was put 
upon the stage in the very chapel where the 
Sovereign had on the same day taken part in 
divine worship--facts which are important illus- 
trations of the way in which Sunday was kept, 
and of the freedom with which our pious ances- 
tors used their churches for social purposes, in 
pre-Puritan England. 


—— 


“ Madlle. Schneider, who is in Paris, has just 
been presented by an unknown gentleman (who 
is said to be an Englishman) with a magnificent 
gold and diamond comb worth £8,000 sterling. 


Tae committee of the Alexandra Palace Ton- 
tine have given notice that the subscription list 
will be closed on the 31st inst. Intending sub- 
scribers should therefore make up their minds at 
once, 

Mr D. D, Home, the spiritualist, was married 
last week to a daughter of His Excellency the 
late Hon. Basil de Gloumetine, Councillor of 
State to the Emperor of Russia. 


CHARLTON Farr was kept up for three days 
last week in accordance with the charter granted 
by King John, though there was considerable op- 
position by the inhabitants. 

The Matchmaker has been produced at the 
Gaiety Theatre. It is by Mr Cheltnam, and is 
adapted from a French piece called Marieuse. It 
igsaid tobe put into English with great skill, 
and in a way suited to the taste of an English 
audience. Miss Ada Cavendish takes the princi- 
pal part. 

Ar the Vaudeville Apple Blossoms continues to 
be the attraction. It is now preceded by a new 
farce from the pen of Mr W. Snow, called 
Autumn Maneuvres. 

Tae Alhambra re-opened on Monday week with 
4 bill of fare which ought to prove attractive. 

Paquita was produced at the New Royalty on 
aturday, and the composer and libretto-writer 
were called before the curtain at the close. 





PICKWICK AT THE LYCEUM. 


Tue play opens with an exterior of Wardle’s 
house, which we discover is not a rambling 
old-fashioned country farm-house—the kind of 
place which would contain the kitchen with the 
rafters, the herbs in paper bags, and the smoked 
hams—but a villa, such as is found in the Clap- 
ham-road. The arbour in which Rachel Wardle 
is wooed by the amorous Tracy Tupman is a 
dozen yards away from the house, and distinct- 
ly visible from the dining-room windows. After 
the privciple characters in the play—such as 
Pickwick, Jingle, Tupman, Snodgrass, Winkle, 
and Wardle—have shown themselves, and been 
well cheered for their excellent dressing, we are 
hurried on to the elopement of Jingle and Miss 
Wardle. Before they elope they secure them- 
selves from arrest by locking a five-barred 
wicket gate, over which a child could easily 
leap ; and we are asked to cheer the tableau of 
Jingle and the old maid driving past in a real 
carriage and real horses, and the spectacle of a 
dozen strong men thwarted by the locked five- 
barred gate. Nevertheless, the curtain fellfupon 
loud applause. The second act is devoted to the 
arrest of Jingle at the White Hart Inn at the 
Borough; and ended with the picture of Pick- 
wick caught in the garden of the young ladies’ 
seminary and taken for a burglar. The bed- 
room scene is the great feature of the third act; 
and when we see the two tent beds and the 
dimity curtains, and Mr Pickwick rolling about 
on the bed, our thoughts are carried onto panto- 
mime time, and we cannot resist the thought 
that the clown and the warming-pan would be 
far better fun, The last act takes place at 
Ipswich. Mr Tupman, and not Mr Magnus, is 
in love with Miss Witherfield, who, as in the 
book, lodges the information against the im- 
pending duel, and the whole club is brought up 
before Mr Nupkins. They are cleared by old 
Wardle; Jingle is unmasked, but is forgiven 
and provided for by Pickwick ; and the play ter- 
minates with grog and glasses all round in the 
magistrate’s room, and a feeble imitation of the 
celebrated speeches at the wedding breakfast at 
Dulwich. It will be at once seen that all allusion 
to Mrs Bardell is suppressed, and the trial 
totally omitted, and, further, that Mr Albery 
has not availed himself of the doings at Eatan- 
swill or of the well-known Mrs Leo Hunter. 
There is not the slightest thread of continuous 
narrative to be found in the play; and if Mr 
Albery has not succeeded in giving us either a 
farce ora comedy, he has only failed in the 
direction the author pointed out, and in the 
manner inevitable from the first. There is 
no opportunity whatever for the actors, It was 
really sad to see such actors as Mr Irving, Mr 
Addison, and Mr Belmore—and they are all very 
first-rate—compelled to waste themselves on 
such a play. The scenery, except in the first 
act, was very pretty indeed. The play was well 
received by an ultra-demonstrative pit, but stalls 
and boxes received the “‘comedy” in solemn 
silence ; and there were many who expressed by 
ominous sounds their opinion that “Pickwick” 
had far better been ieft untouched.—Daily 
Telegragh . é 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, 





Ess. & Mat.—Go to Mr Reynolds, 44, Sun-st. He teaches. 

E. S. Lewis.—We are obliged forjthe offer, but our provincial 
correspondence is completed. 

G. Kinc.—lIllness prevented our attending the performance. 


J. Bart.—It will depend on your attendance. Apply to Mr 
James, Penton Hall, Penton-street, Pentonville. 


B. Lexs.—The Journal will be forwarded weekly. 
Mackenzie.—We have no room for the MS. 
W. Barser is thanked, Mr Reynolds has his letter, 





IMPORTANT. 

Gg It is requested that all business communications and 
advertisements (prepaid) be sent to the Printers, 3354, Strand 
{top floor); but all private letters, tickets for performances, 
per ta Mr W. BESTOW, 20, Freperick-street, King’s Cross- 
road. 





LIST OF AGENTS FOR THE SALE OF THE 
THEATRICAL JOURNAL, 

ALLEN, Warwick-lane, City. 
BELL, St. John-street-road. 
BROWN, 202, Kensington-park-road, Notting-hill. 
COX, Drury-lane, 
DICK, King’s-cross-road. 
HARRIS, Blackfriars-road. 
HILL, Gray’s-inn-road. 
HOPCROFT, 16, Little Queen-street, Holborn: 
LAOY, 89, Strand, 
NUNN, 63, Ledbury-road, Westbourne-grove, W 
PATTIE, Ivy-lane, City. 
PLUMMER, Theobalds-road. 
POTTER, St. John-street-road. 
PURKISS, 60, Compton-street, Soho. 
RICHARDS, W., 7, Tachbrook-street, Pimlico. 
ROBERTS, JAMES, 195, Shoreditch. 
STEVENS, 42, Tottenham-court-road. 
STEVENS, Goswell-street. 
VICKERS, 317, Strand. 
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THE EARLY DRAMATISTS.—XIII. 


WILLIAM WYCHERLEY. 














Tus racy author, now too little esteemed, 
wasfrom his earliest youth distinguished for 
his grace of person and lively temperament. 
In his 15th year he was sent by his father to 
Frar.ce to give the finishing touch to his educa- 
tion, and there he became a Roman Catholic. 
After the Restoration his wit and personal ac- 
complishments recommended him to the favour 
of the Duchess of Cleveland, under whose 
patronage he rapidly made his way up toa high 
position at Court. He now applied himself to 
dramatic literature and produced a number of 
plays which were considered masterpieces of 
wit and satire. It was fashionable then to be 
indecorous in all ‘things, and Wycherley was 
aman of fashion. The rapid course of dissipa- 
tion which he ran broke down his health at an 
early age, so that he was obliged to travel for 
sume time on the continent, his expenses being 
defrayed by Charles II. Or his return to Eng- 
land he one day went into a shop at Tunbridge 
Wells, with his friend Mr Fairbeard, of Grays 


Inn, when they heard a most beautiful widow 
inquiring for the Plain Dealer (bis most successful 
comedy). ‘‘ Madam,” said his friend, “ since 
you are for the Plain Dealer, here he is for 
you.” ‘ Yes,’ said Wycherley, “ this lady can 
bear plain dealing, for she appears to me to be 
so accomplished thatwhatwould be acompliment 
to others would be ‘plain dealing’ spoken to 
her.” ‘No, truly, Sir,” said the lady, ‘I am 
not without my faults, like the rest of my sex, 
and yet I love plain dealing, and am never 
more fond of it than when it tells me of them.” 
‘‘ Then, madam,” said Fairbeard, “ you and 
the Plain Dealer seem designed by Heaven for 
each other.” This was Wycherley’s first in- 
troduction to the young and wealthy Countess 
of Drogheda, to whom a short time afterwards 
he was married in London. Their married 
life, however, was not a very happy one, for 
his wife was of an exceedingly jealous tem- 
perament ; nor was it, fortunately for our hero, 
of long duration, for she soon died and left him 
all her fortune. Wycherley, who had a lively 
notion of extravagance, quickly spent his for- 
tune in dissipation and the law-suit consequent 
on an opposition to his wife’s will. He was 
cast into a debtors’ prison, where he lay for 
seven years, when he was released by James 
II., who granted him a pension. When 
upwards of eighty years of age, Wycherley 
married again, and this time it was again a 
young and wealthy lady—a large portion of 
whose fortune he succeeded in squandering 
during the remaining eight days of his life; 
for his second honeymoon was only of a week’s 
duration. On his death-bed he advised his 
young wife ‘not to take an old man for her 
second husband,”? but whether he inculcated 
this doctrine in his Moral Reflections the 
student of his works may be able to say. He 
died Jan. 2, 1716. 


——_@——————— 

Mr and Mrs Rousby will not, we believe 
appear again in London until 1873. 

Mr Lionel Brough will probably appear at the 
Queen’s at Christmas. 

A morning performance of Rebecca will be 
given at Drury—lane on Thursday, Nov, 9th, 
Lord Mayor’s Day. 

Miss Laura Joyce, contralto vocalist and 
comedienne, daughter of Mrs Dauncey Maskell, 
the eminent elocutionist, is specially engaged for 
the singing part in the opening of Theatre 
Royal, Manchester, pantomime. 

Writing from New York, under date of 
October the 2nd, our contemporary, the New 
York Clipper, says :—‘* The event of the week 
has been the re-appearance of Charlotte Cush- 
man upon the stage, after an absence of ten 
years. Although the Cushman fire is not so 
brilliant as when the great tragedienne last 
appeared before us,; yet there are occasional 
flashes which carry us back to the olden times, 
and illumine the theatrical firmament like distant 





lightning on a midsummer night,” 














idow 
essful 
since 
s for 
ly can 
to be 
iment 
en to 
‘Tam 
y Sex, 
never 
1em.” 
u and 
en for 
rst in- 
untess 
wards 
arried 
1e, for 
3 tem- 
‘hero, 
ft him 
lively 
is for- 
equent 
le was 
lay for 
James 
When 
sherley 
gain a 
tion of 
\dering 
s life; 
week’s 
sed his 
for her 
ulcated 
ns the 
y- He 


believe 
rat the 


will be 
»v, Oth, 


ist and 
Maskell, 
aged for 
Theatre 


date of 
the New 
1e week 
e Cush- 
» of ten 
; not so 
nne last 
-casional 
n times, 
e distant 











THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 341 





BENEFIT FOR THE WIDOW OF THE LATE 
MR JAMES FLEXMAN. 
Who expired on the 10th inst. from the effects of an 
accident. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


THE members of the various amateur dramatic 
clubs are invited to co-operate in carrying out the 
above object. Mr Flexman having for many 
years largely contributed to the comfort and ac- 
commodation of the amateurs of the metropolis 
by the use of his convenient and unique mimic 
stage, it is confidently believed that as a tribute 
of respect to his memory, they will spontaneously 
unite in supporting his widow. Mr Harrison, 
costumier of Bow-street, and Mr Wickens, per- 
ruquier, of Brydges-street, having kindly volun- 
teered their wardrobe and appliances gratui- 
tously for the occasion, a meeting of the repre- 
sentatives of the metropolitan clubs will be held 
at the Eclectic Theatre, Denmark-street, Soho, 
on Friday evening next (Oct. 27) at eight o’clock, 
to form a committee of management, decide upon 
the plan of operations, pieces to be represented, 
&c. ; when all persons interested in the proceed- 
ings are cordially invited to attend. School for 
Scandal and the Honeymoon will be submitted for 
approval, Communications to be addressed to 
Mr Alfred Darkie, 17, Gresse-street, Rathbone- 
place, W.; or to Mr Sam Thomas, secretary pro. 
tem., at the Eclectic Theatre, by whom every in- 
formation respecting the benefit will be gladly 
supplied. 





The Tempest is in active preparation at the 
Queen’s Theatre. 


Mr Dion Boucicault writes to the papers com- 
plaining that both the Conservative and Liberal 
Goveroments would notstop the piracy of French 
plays. He adds:—* No English writer suffers 
in pocket more than I do by the want of an 
international copyright treaty with the United 
States ; but, in the presence of such antecedents, 
it requires something more than audacity to 
talk of American piracy while our pockets are 
full of French plunder.” 


Mr George Sanger appeared at Clerkenwell to 
answer a charge of uclawfully allowing stage 
plays to be performed in the Winchester Music 
Hall on the 27th ultimo. There were several 
pieces played on the night in question, and at 
the bottom of the bill was the announcement that 
admission was free by ticket, but that all who 
attended must purchase a programme for 2d, It 
was stated in evidence that between 300 and 400 
people attended the theatre, and that a person 
who entered without buying a programme was 
called back, and made to purchase one. The 
defendant, it was said, was cognisant of the 
payment made for admission, as he was present 
when programmes were sold, The place was 
also frequented by bad characters.—Mr Barker 
said- he should order the defendant to pay 
£5 53.3 but he wished him to fully understand 
that if he was brought there again on such a 
charge, and it was satisfactorily made out, he 
should inflict the full penalty, which was £10 for 
every day on which he offended. 





PRESENTATION TO MR VILLIERS. 


A large degree of the success attending the 
féte of the South of the Thames Licensed Vic- 
tuallers’ Cricket Club, may, noj doubt, be attribu- 
ted to Mr Edwin Villiers, the proprietor of the 
South London Palace, the Canterbury Hall, and 
the Assembly Rooms, Margate. The committee 
and members of the club therefore took occasion, 
on Thursday night, to embody those views in the 
presentation of a handsome illuminated vellum 
address to Mr Villiers. The numerous deputation 
met at the Canterbury Hall at nine o’clock. Mr 
Gardner read the address, after which three times 
three and one cheer more were given for Mr 
Villiers.—Mr Villiers said: “ Gentlemen, I accept 
this manifestation of your extreme kindness and 
personal regard to me,I must honestly admit, 
with a great amount of pleasure. The presenta- 
tion comes to me from your cricket club on a day 
when, if I had failed in what I had tried to obtain, 
I might have received condolence, but I have 
turned that which threatened to be a defeat, into 
a {triumphant success. Gentlemen, I have this 
day received my dancing licence for the South 
London Palace of Amusement. I sincerely 
thank’you for your warm congratulations, and I 
shall endeavour to use this mark of the magis- 
trates’ approval of what I have hitherto done in 
such a way as will tend to increase amusement 
and entertainment of the people who live iu this 
vast city. Your club and its objects will always 
have a prominent consideration on my part, and 
if I can only delight the children, entertain the 
visitors, and _— your committee, by. such 
amusement asI provide at your féte and gala, 
you may depend upon it I shall feel greatly 
gratified as any one present at such a pleasing at 
such a pleasing entertainment.” Mr Villiers con- 
cluded by proposing “‘ Success to the South of the 
Thames Cricket Club.” 


The Court Theatre opens on Saturday next 
with a new comedy called On Guard, by W.5S. 
Gilbert. Miss Oliver, late of the Royalty, will 
appear in it. 

The Greenwich Theatre bas opened for twelve 
nights with the Standard company, who have 
been driven from home by the National Opera 
Company. Miss Gourlay appeared as I’anchon- 
ette, and Mr J. T. Douglass’s popular drama, For 
Sale, will be performed, 


Hotztoway’s OINTMENT AND PiLis.—Nature’s 
Monitor.—Pain, though hard to bear, is evident- 
ly necessary for our safety. Wanting it disorder 
would soon become disease without our know- 
ledge ; death would end the scene ere danger was 
discovered. Suffering is the indicator of some 
disorder or|disease, and should never be neglected, 
for the pain of to-day may prove the agony of 
to-morrow. Holloway’s medicaments stand pre- 
eminently forward, and are everywhere com- 
mended for quickly removing all maladies when 
the least uneasiness has discovered their seat and 
kind. These remedies so purify the blood and 
regulate its circulation, that every organ acts 
perfectly, and every secretion is natural, which is 
health, and may be secured by every invalid at a 
trifling outlay. a3 
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POPULAR ACTORS—LIX, 


BENJAMIN WRENCH. 


One of the best representatives of men 
about town—the Jeremy Diddlers, the 
pique-assiettes of the early part of the century 
—was the old favourite of the public, 
Wrench. 

His father held a lucrative situation in the 
Exchequer, and died when little Wrench was 
only seven years old. The other sons were 
placed in the army. His grandfather was Sir 
Benjamin Wrench, M.D., of Norwich. 

It was the desire of his father that he 
should be educated for the church, as a living, 
in the‘ gift of the Bishop of Norwich, was 
bequeathed to Benjamin Wrench whilst that 
name remained in the family. He declined, 
however, the grave pursuits of theology, as 
well as the offer of an appointment in the army 
made by General Tryon, whose sisters were 
maids of honour to Queen Charlotte. His 
first theatrical attempt was at Stanford, and 
being well received he soon obtained an 
engagement from that enterprising manager, 
Tate Wilkinson, who appears to have been ever 
on the look out for rising talent. Edinburgh 
succeeded York. He played anything that 
was offered him,—Othello, Gossamer, Job 
Thornberry, Walter, Diddler, &., in succession, 
and was admired in all. Elliston then invited 
him to Bath, where he remained two years. 
Tate Wilkinson, when he first saw him play, 
hobbled into Wrench’s dressing-room exclaim- 
ing “* Where is Mr Wrench ?” adding gruffly, 
**T am come, sir, to tell you that you have a 
great deal of roast beef about you.” 
waJur hero after playing again at York, 
obtained an engagement at D.L. He played 
for his first night at that theatre Belcour in the 
West Indian and Tristram Fickle in the 
Weathercock. He was much applauded in the 
farce notwithstanding Jack Bannister had 
lately acted in it, and was the original Fickle. 
Bannister himself said he never witnessed a 
more promising début. Wrench afterwards 
played important parts in the old comedies— 
Archer (Beaux’ Stratagem), Benedick, Atall, 
Diddler, &c. How admirably natural he was 
in parts now played by Charles Mathews, such 
as young swells pursued by bailiffs, hungry 
thread-bare scamps in search of a dinner, or 
endeavouring to borrow half-a-crowr under 
false pretences! Although he was a sterling 
actor in the higher department of art, it was in 
such parts as theze that his peculiar gait and 
easy manner will be best remembered by all 
old playgoers. He left the stage about thirty 
years ago. He has left few imitators, Chas. 
Mathews, as we remarked, plays many parts 
that remind one of our hero, but he is not 


Wrench, good as he is. Perhaps the nearest 
-approach to his style is that of Mr John 
Clayton, when that actor attempts the line of 
character which was Wrench’s speciality. 


—————— 


GREAT HUMORISTS—I. 


TOBIAS SMOLLETT. 

Tuis is a great year forcentenaries. In 
North Britain Walter Scott, and Hogg, the 
Ettrick Shepherd, bave their claims to cen- 
tenarian celebration and why may not the noted 
historian of England (born in Dumbartonshire), 
who died in Leghorn on the 31st of this month 
exactly one hundred years ago, also be remem- 
bered by his countrymen at this period? At 
any rate, we think it not inappropriate to say a 
few words about this remarkable man. That 
genius is not often rewarded in this world is 
verified in the hard fortunes of poor Smollett, 
who, although the most popular author of the 
time in which he wrote, endured many priva- 
tions, and though designed by nature for the 
pleasant task of painting the humors and follies 
of men he underwent the work of a literary 
drudge; his long life was one of restless 
activity, writing, travelling, quaraelling, or 
place-seeking. He used sorrowfully to say— 
‘‘ Had some of those who were pleased to call 
themselves my friends, been at any pains to 
deserve the character, and told me ingenuously 
what I had to expect in the capacity of an 
author, I should have spared myself the in- 
credible labour and chagrin I have since under- 
gone.” Again—‘‘ Of praise and censure both 
I am sick, indeed, and wish to God that my 
circumstances would allow me to consign my 
pen to oblivion!’ His most profitable work 
was his ‘‘ History of England” (published in 
conjunction with Hume in 1757) which reached 
a large circulation. When he had worn him- 
self down in the service of the public or the 
booksellers, his health gave way, and he was 
ordered to Italy ; but, sad to say, there scarce 
was left of all his slender renumerations, at 
the last stage of life, enough to defray his 
expenses there. Gaadually perishing in 
a foreign land, neglected by the public who 
admired him, deriving no profit from the 
booksellers who were drawing large profits 
from his works, Smollett threw out his injured 
feelings in the character of Bramble, in 
Humphrey Clinker. is widow survived him 
twelve years, existing solely upon the bounty 
of a few friends in England; yet, out of her 
slender means, she contrived to erect a 
monument to her deceased husband. A column 
to commemorate him was also placed by a 
kinsman, on the banks of his favourite Leven, 
near to the house where he was born. 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 


ALLIANCE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Manager, Mr A. 
Westbrook; Secretary, Mr R. Balley, No. 10, Serle- 
street, Lincoln’s Inn; to whom all communications 
should be addressed. 


BELGRAVE DRAMATIC CLUB, Established 
1870.—Club room ‘ Queen Arms,’’ Warwick-street, 
Pimlico, S.W. Acting-Manager, Mr C. Pollett; 
Stage-Manager, Mr E. Christie; Hon. Sec. and 
Treasurer, Mr W. Miller. For particulars as to ad- 
mission, &c., in this select club, apply by letter to the 
Sec. as above. 


BELGRAVE STROLLERS. Registered.—This first- 
class West-End Dramatic Club meet for rehearsal 
every Monday Evening at 8 o’clock at their Club 
Room at Harris’s Music Library, 33, Rathbone-place, 
W. Musical Director, Leader, and Composer, Mr 

Joseph R. W. Harding, R.A.M.; Stage-manager, 

Mr Seems Field ; acting-manager and secretary, Mr 

Henry Walgrave, to whom all communications must 

be addressed. 


CITY MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC SOCIETY.— 
This Dramatic Class meets for rehearsal every Wed- 
nesday evening at 8 o’clock in Albion Hall, London 
Wall. Manager, Mr F. M. Wenborn; hon. sec. for 
Dramatic Class, Mr A. Tracey Middleton ; hon. secs. 
for the Society, Mr J, H. Caseley, and Mr W. Bourne, 


COMEDIANS.—Meet every Monday evening at 8 
o'clock, at 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy-square, W. All 
applications for admission of new members to be made 
to the secretary at the above address. President and 
secretary, Mr G. Wood. Managers, Messrs Walter 
Franklen and George Pauncefort. 


COMUS DRAMATIC CLUB.—This first-class West- 
End Club assembles every Wednesday evening at 7, 
at 45, Chancery-lane, W.C. For particulars as to ad- 
mission for members or for performances, apply b 
letter to the Acting-Manager at the Club-room. y. 
> Buckstone, Esq., T. R. Haymarket, Hon. Presi- 

ent. 


MUTUAL DRAMATIC CLUB.—Meet every Thurs- 
day evening at 8.30 at the PLlouen Tavern, Museum- 
street, Oxford-street. Manager, Mr B. Corre; 
secretary, Mr ALFD. JAMES. Rules may be had on 
application. 


REYNOLDS’ THESPIAN DRAMATIC CLUB, 44, 
Sun-street, FKinsbury-square, meet for Rehearsal 
every Wednesday evening at 8 o’clcck; entrance fee, 
ls. ; terms nominal ; members free from all responsi- 
bility ; every requisite procured. Professional instruc- 
tion given; an advantage given over all other drama- 
tic Clubs. Performances will take place when perfect, 
in which Mr Reynolds will appear, assisted by hi« 
pupils. For particulars address with stamp for reply, 
to Edwin Reynolds, Tragedian, as above. 


SIDDONIAN DRAMATIC CLUB. Est. 1862.— 
ivery Thursday evening at 9 at the “Plough” 
Tavern, Museum-street, Oxford-street. Manager, 
Mr H Williams ; stage-manager, Mr John Caffrey ; 
treasurer, Mr J. Cantor ; secretary, Mr Sam. Thomas, 


THETIS DRAMATIC CLUB. Established 1868,— 
Manager, Mr R. Horsley Woods. Acting Manager 
and Secretary, Mr Cyril J. Mullett. Meetings every 
Wednesday at 8 p.m. This Club is now conducted on 
a novel and original system, possessing peculiar ad- 
vantages to members. Ladies or Gentlemen desirous 
of joining this select club are requested to communi- 
cate with the Manager, at 37, Markham-square, 8. W. 








Applications to be addressed as above. 





Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Prin- 
cess of Wales, the Duke of Edinburgh and suit 
visited the Royal Olympic Theatre on Monday. 





Correspondence, 


TO THE EDITOR oF “THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL.” 


EDITOR'S BENEFIT. 


Dear Sir,—Allow me to thank those ladies 
and gentlemen who have so kindly volunteered to 
give their services on your behalf, and assure them 
that in a very short time a notice will appear in 
your Journan when the first committee§will be 
called, when I shall be proud to see them, and if 
possible mavy more who have your interest at 
heart. 

I must still ask the lovers of the Thespian art 
for co-operation, as I entertain an idea of playing 
Richard I11., with five different Richards. Per 
haps if each dramatic club would send their prin 
cipal member to play an act of the titled play i 
would afford them scope for displaying their 
ability and perhaps tend to strengthen the funds, 
which I am anxious to obtain for your true and 
deserving self. In order to save time, if those 
who feel disposed to act will only state how 
many tickets they will take I shall feel greatly 
obliged, as then I can enroll their names on my 
list now forming, and at our first committee 
meeting be able tocome to some conclusion how 
favourable we stand for so deserving a cause. In 
conclusion, I beg again to request that all com- 
munications will contain a stamp for reply, and 
that the dramatic clubs will at least, in this one 
and only appeal of mine, accede to my fervent 
and sanguine desire. 

Hoping you are by this time in better health 
aud spirits, I am, Mr Editor, faithfully yours, 

Epwin Reyno.ps. 

44, Sun-street, Finsbury-square. 





‘© I thank God, Ihave been so well brought up that I can 
write my name,”—2 ** Henry VI.,”’ act 4, scene 2, 


WW A mBU Rm TON ss 


SHAKSPERE COPYBOOKS. 


No. I, PRICE SIXPENCE, 


HE COPIES set in these BOOKS consist of care- 

fully selected passages from SHAKSPERE’S plays, 

so that-the pupil, whilst writing the Exercises, may at 

the same time be ig omy with many of the noble 
lessons inculcated by the great poet. 


Cassell, Petter, and Galpin, Ludgate Hill, London. 











The Stage. The Stage. 
ADIES and GENTLEMEN prepared for the Dra- 
matic Profession and Engagements procured, Ad- 
dress, stamped envelope for reply, to Epwrn REYNOLDS, 
Tragedian, 44, Sun-street, Finsbury. 
Amateur performances superintended and acknow- 
ledged. Stage business taught, 
.B.—Members wanted for a new Dramatic Club, 





The Athenzum Dramatic Club. 
ANTED at once a few talented Ladies and Gentle- 
men to complete the above Club. Good parts 
open. ‘Terms moderate. Address) WM, BARBER, 
11, Canterbury-terrace, Dover-road, S.E. 





Editor’s Benefit. 
ANTED, Five able Amateur Gentlemen, each to 
play an act of RICHARD III, for the above 
Benefit. Other parts vacant. Apply with stamp for 
reply, to Epwin REYNOLDS, Tragedian, 44, Sun-sireet, 
Finsbury-square, 
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MATIOMAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


218, HIGH 


HOLBORN. 


‘HIS POPULAR, COMMODIOUS, anp ELEGANTLY DECORATED BALL ROOM IS OPEN 
T EVERY EVENING for 
CONCERT AND DANCING. 
Every attention is paid to ensure the comfort of visitors. 


The well-known Excellent BAND plays nightly selections of the newest and best Compositions, including the 
Princess Louise Waltz, Lord of Lorne Lancers, and Bride of Lorne Quadrille. 


Doors open at JLalf-past Eight. 


Close at Twelve o’clock. 


Admission throughout the establishment 1s. 
Musical Director, Mr. W. M. PACKER, R.A.M. 





THEATRE ROYAL 


SADLERS’ WELLS. 


SOLE PROPRIETOR, MR F. BELTON. 
N MONDAY and EVERY EVENING till further notice. Doors open at half-past 6, commencing at 7, with 


a New Introductory and Amusing Trifle of BRAVING THE STORM. 


Characters by Mr Sanger, Mr 


Merer, Mr J. Collier, Miss Alice Austin, and Mrs G. Hodgson. ‘To be followed by Dumas’ Grand Romance of 


Real Life, entitled THE MARBLE HEART, or The Sculptor’s Dream, 


The Drama produced under the imnie- 


diate superintendence of Mr Belton. Stage Manager, Mr Sanger. Acting Manager, Mr A. B. Viner. Leader of 


Orchestra, Mr Kesler. 


Dress Circle, 2s. 6d. ; 


Principal Scenic Artist, Mr Fenoulet. Master Carpenter, Mr Hoare. 
Mr Chillman. The Lime-Light effects by Mr Ackerman. 
Upper Boxes, 1s. 6d.; Pit, 1s.; Gallery, 6d. 


Property Master, 
ne and Two Guineas; Stalls, 3s. 6d. ; 
Half-price at 9 o’clock: Stalls, 2s,; Dress 


Private Boxes, 


Circle, 1s. 6d., Upper Boxes, 1s.; Pit,6d. No Fees for Booking, Bonnets, &e, 





Amateur 


Theatricals. 


ARRISON’S THEATRICAL WAREHOUSE, 25 and 31, BOW-STREET, COVENT GARDEN, W.C, 

Costumier to all the principal Amateur Dramatic Societies. Amateur Theatricals, School Festivities, Fétes, 

&c., supplied with Costumes, Wigs, Masks, Scenery, Flags, &c. His celebrated expanding Portable Theatres, and 

Richardson’s Shows, that were fitted up at the Crystal Palace, Nobility and Rifle Fétes, with new Scenery, 

Raised Stages, Gas Fittings, &c., fitted up in any sized Town Hall or Drawing Room in Town or Country. Mrs, 
HARRISON’S Ladies’ Costume Warehouse, 25, Bow-street, W.C. 





PAMPHILON 
Hotel and Restaurant, 


27, BRYDGES STREET, STRAND. 
UNDER ENTIRE NEW MANAGEMENT OF 
JOZN BART, 

And ef the Northumberland Arms, Russell-street, 
Covent Garden. 


DINNERS A LA CARTE. 

HOT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from 8 till 1. 
SOUPS, FISH, ENTREES, CUTLETS, AND 
TRIPE, &e. 

WINES, SPIRITS, AND CIGARS OF THE 
FINEST QUALITY. 

HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. 
BASS'S Ales, REID'S Celebrated Stout, and Fine Scotch 
Ales, on draught. 

GOOD BEDS. 





Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Art. 

AMUEL MAY, ‘Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, 
LD Covent-garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies and 
Gentlemen .engaged in AMATEUR PERFORM- 
ANCES for the SALE or HIRE of STAGE COS- 
TUME. A large assortment of every necessary for the 
same. WARDROBES MADE TO ORDER, Per- 
sons about to follow tue profession will do well to give 
Mr MAY an order fo an outfit ; costume, elegance, 
economy, and punctuality all studied, Mind the address, 

SAMUEL MAY, 35, BOW STREET. 


Madame Tussaua’s Exhibition Baker-street. 
fe) N VIEW, upwards of THREE HUNDRED 
PORTRAIT MODELS of CELEBRITIES and 
characters of the present and past times; amongst them 
portrait models of the late GEORGE PEABODY, Esq,, 
the late Madame GRISI, and Prince Pierre BONA- 
PARTE. Also, the entire line of English Kings and 
Queens from William the Conqueror. 
New and magnificent court dresses by Worth of Paris 





Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
OW ADDED a magnificent marriage group of 
H.R.H. the Princess LOUISE and the Marquis of 
LORNE, the attire being an exact fac-simile of that 
worn in St. George’s Chapel, Windsor. 
Passengers by Metropolitan Railway stop at Baker- 
street Station. 





Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
N VIEW, PORTRAIT MODELS of the EM- 
PEROR and EMPRESS of the FRENCH and 
PRINCE IMPERIAL; also Marshal Bazaine, Mar- 
shal Canrobert, General Trochu, &c. 
Admission, 1s, ; children under ten, 6d. ; extra rooms, 
6d,—Open from 9 a.m. till 10 p.m. 





THE EDITOR'S BENEFIT, 


A Committee having been formed to carry out this 
object, Mr E, Reynoups, who has kindly offered his 
services as manager, begs the co-operation of ladies and 
gentlemen who wish to forward his views, and any in- 
formation as to time and place may be ascertained by 
inquiring at his residence, 44, Sun-st., Finsbury-sq. 








Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’clock, b' 
Vickers at 317, Strand, for the Proprietor, W. BESTO 
To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns, 
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